THE VISIT TO AMERICA
That this should happen in America is amazing to a
visitor.
To the land that coined the term * spell-binder' Mac-
Donald went with a ready-made reputation. His emotionalism,
somewhat outworn on this side, was just the style that would
lift American audiences to heights of ecstasy. No matter what
he talked about, his gift of fluency would make him popular.
But he chose his themes with care and foresight. He had been
in America several times, and he had been at pains to study
the characteristics of the people and adjust his method to the
greatest advantage. The average American is devoted to his
country. In spite of his mixed origins, he has developed a
passionate patriotism. Believing in the pre-eminence of his
country, he likes to hear it praised. To hear that done in
picturesque phrases, as MacDonald could do so well, would
immediately endear the speaker to his audiences. His lofty
theme was that the future welfare of the world rested upon
the cordial co-operation of the English-speaking peoples. One
of New York's greatest Press artists, Kirby of the World, had
a fine cartoon, in which MacDonald was depicted in heroic
mien and behind him the benign figure of Abraham Lincoln.
The hero-patriot of America was bespeaking, as it were, the
friendly approbation of his country for her illustrious visitor.
MacDonald went to America with all the pomp and
splendour of a prince. Indeed, in the floating palace, the
Berengaria, he had reserved for his use the magnificent apart-
ments known as the Prince of Wales's suite. He had a large
staff in personal attendance, and the representatives of several
British newspapers accompanied him throughout the itinerary.
Thus he got the maximum publicity. Sir John Foster Fraser,
who went with the Premier, records an incident that illustrates
the keenness of MacDonald for Press publicity. It appears
that the photographers who went down to Southampton to
get some pictures of the Premier leaving on his great mission,
were unable, owing to darkness, to do their job before the ship
left. Accordingly they crossed over to Cherbourg, and
MacDonald, not to disappoint them, rose early in the morning
and posed repeatedly for their benefit.
The truly American welcome began long before the Berengaria
entered New York Harbour. The United States cruisers